The lottery of life: should organ transplants be used to even the odds?
Life is not always fair and the advantages of health and well-being are not equally distributed. Unfortunately, children can be the innocent victim of their families' misfortune. In the realm of health care, should a child be denied a specific medical treatment because his or her parents are not capable of providing the care necessary to promote a successful outcome of that treatment? How should we as health care professionals make those difficult choices? The following case and the ethical analysis describes a scenario where there was disagreement if a child's family situation should be considered in the decision to list the child for a liver transplant.